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Our daughters are not safe!!



www.qdma.com

Deer Management Policies Have 

Resulted in Increased Herd Sizes

1500 A.D. ~ 10 deer/mi2

McCabe & McCabe (1997)

Today s densities

< 15 deer/mi2

15-30 deer/mi2

30-45 deer/mi2

>45 deer/mi2



PARK DEER/SQUARE MILE

Frick* 17 

Schenley 42

Highland 82

Riverview 62

Deer Densities Within Pittsburgh City Parks

White-tailed Deer Population Index Study for the City of Pittsburgh, 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.  U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Wildlife Services 

April 15, 2010

*òIf the camera location remained accessible throughout the study it is likely 

that more deer pictures would have been taken by this camera and the 

reported density would be more accurate (likely higher).ò



Bambi Can:

1. Make sparse native 
species become 
invasives.

2. Create the big green lie.

3. Defy an ecological law.

4. Make plants grow out of 
rock.

5. Contribute to failed oak 
regeneration.



Hay-scented fern in Allegheny National Forest 

in Pennsylvania: A triple whammy

Recalcitrant Understory Layer
Royo and Carson 2006, 2008

1. Closed canopy overstory

2. Closed canopy understory

3. Voracious rodents



The Big Green Lie



Boulder-tops are 

refugia from deer



Wildflowers are only found on refugia:  

BOULDERS!

Banta et al. 2005,  Comisky et al. 2005 



Inside a deer proof fence after

50 years

Goetch et al. in press

Long term exclosures (fences) confirm deer 

impacts





Bonsai beech!!


