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- Flrst they ste the roses. .. Then they ate the tomatoes. . . NOW THEY RE EATING O Mt
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Deer Management Policies Have

Resulted in Increased Herd Sizes

1500 A.D. ~ 10 deer/mi?
McCabe & McCabe (1997)

Today s densities

I < 15 deer/mi?

15-30 deer/mi?

[ 30-45 deer/mi?
] >A45 deer/mi?

www.gdma.com




Deer Densities Within Pittsburgh City Parks

PARK DEER/SQUARE MILE
Frick* 17
Schenley 42
Highland 82
Riverview 62

White-tailed Deer Population Index Study for the City of Pittsburgh,
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. U.S. Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Wildlife Services
April 15, 2010

*0olf the camera | ocation remained acces:
that more deer pictures would have been taken by this camera and the
reported density would be more accu



Bambi Can:

. Make sparse native ’
species become

Invasives.
. Create the big green lie. " ‘ ‘ l

. Defy an ecological law.

. Make plants grow out of .
rock. ! ﬁ |

. Contribute to failed oak .
regeneration. Lb)h? L \. i
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Species Richness

Wildflowers are only found on refugia:

30 -

25 -

20 -

15 -

10 -

BOULDERS!
¢ Tall Boulder
m Small Boulder
¢ Ground y = 6.95?.9 Ln(x) ;16.1 14

= 0.7716 Ln(x) - 1.1326
I EEREEE— = L.
—$ . 4 —
y = 0.4749 Ln(x) - 0.5444
20 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

Area Sampled (m?)
Banta et al. 2005, Comisky et al. 2005



Long term exclosures (fences) confirm deer

Average Percent Cover

60 -

50 -

40 -

30 -

20 -

10 -

Wildflowers

Impacts

— Control Plot
B | atham Plot

Inside a deer proof fence after
50 years

.

Ferns Shrubs

Goetch et al. in press
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Bonsail beech!!



