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www.touranytime.org

TOUR PROVIDER

This tour is made possible by the Pittsburgh Parks
Conservancy in coordination with the City of Pittsburgh.
The Parks Conservancy improves quality of life for the people
of Pittsburgh by restoring the park system to excellence in
partnership with the City of Pittsburgh.
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Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy
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Pittsburgh, PA 15219
412-682-PARK
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TOUR DISCLAIMER

1) In addition to using your cell phone minutes, you may be charged for
roaming if you are outside your home area. (If it is a roaming call, you
may not want to participate in this audio tour.)

2) When taking a Tour Anytime tour, please be aware of your surroundings.

Please obey all traffic signals and be careful crossing streets.

stop. play. go.

412-254-2154

www.touranytime.org




MELLON SQUARE
WALKING TOUR

Beginning in the mid-1940s during
Pittsburgh’s first Renaissance, the city’s

leaders envisioned a vibrant urban core.

Wishing to combat the reputation of the city as dirty and
polluted, an influential group of visionaries, including
department-store owner Edgar Kaufmann Sr., Mayor
David Lawrence, and financier Richard King Mellon,
promoted a new progressive image. Mellon Square is

a product of that vision.

Mellon Square is nationally significant as a masterwork
of Modern design and as the first park to be created as
the roof of a new parking garage. Pioneering landscape
architects Simonds and Simonds worked in collaboration
with architects Mitchell and Ritchey to design this
important green gathering space within Pittsburgh’s
evolving downtown core at a time when there was not a
blade of grass in downtown Pittsburgh. At the dedication
ceremony on October 18, 1955, Mayor David Lawrence
referred to Mellon Square as “the very center, the heart,
of the new Pittsburgh.”

TOUR LOCATION

The Square is bordered by William Penn Way, Oliver
Avenue, Smithfield Street, and Sixth Avenue, and is one
block west of Grant Street. It is easily accessible and
within walking distance from many downtown mass
transit stops. Because Mellon Square sits over a six-level
parking garage that operates 24 hours a day, it is very
convenient to visit the Square. Entrances to the garage
are located on Oliver Avenue and Sixth Avenue.
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